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CASA to Hold “Walk for Hope” for Child Abuse Awareness

Pascagoula (March 25, 2008) – On Saturday, April 12th, hundreds of South Mississippians will lather on the sun block, and lace up the tennis shoes for the 1st annual Jackson County CASA “Walk for Hope” across the Biloxi – Ocean Springs bridge.  April is child abuse prevention month, and event coordinators are hoping the march across the high-rise bridge will bring awareness to child abuse and neglect across the coast. 

CASA is a volunteer organization that advocates for neglected or abused children in court.  Volunteers open their hearts to the children, befriend them and become their voice to help the judge make the best decision regarding the child's future in custody cases.  Organization director Frances Allsup says more people need to know how widespread child abuse is and what they can do to help.

“At any given moment, there are 1,000 kids in our court system in Jackson County.  Many of these kids don’t know what it feels like to be loved. Many of these kids live in fear of being around the very people who take care of them.  And for many of these kids, their CASA volunteer is the only ray of sunshine in their life,” Allsup says, “That’s what the “Walk for Hope” is about… giving hope to these children by telling South Mississippi about their suffering.”

Registration will begin at 7:30am at the foot of the Biloxi-Ocean Springs bridge on the Biloxi side in the Isle of Capri Casino parking lot. The Walk for Hope will begin at 9:30am. Participants will cross the bridge and attend the “Rally for Hope” on the Ocean Springs Yacht Club with inspirational speeches from the Jackson County Youth Court Judge, Sharon Sigalas along with several CASA volunteers.  

Registration is $20 for adults and $10 for children under 12 and seniors. All participants will receive an event t-shirt and light refreshments at the end of the walk. There will be transportation to bring participants back to their vehicles in Biloxi. All proceeds will go to the Jackson County CASA.  For more information, log onto the “Walk for Hope” website at http://www.jccasa.net.

